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COPY of the Report of Sir Chmies Cameron and Mr. Ka^e Parry on the 
Sanitary Condition of Tullamore Prison. 


To the Secretary, General Prisons Board, Dublin. 

Sir, 35, Dame-street, Dublin, 14 May 1891. 

In compliance with your instructions, we liave made an examination of 
the sanitary condition of the Tullamore Prison. 

We are of opinion that the building is well circumstanced as regards sauita- 
tiou ; it is favourably situated, and obtains an abundant share of sunshine, and 
is thoroughly reiitilated. 

W^e have examined and tested the drains and the sanitary fittings. find 
that they are satisfactory, and we have, not detected any defect which could, in 
our opinion, have given rise to the outbreak of typhoid fever. 

We have ascertained that there were a large number of cases in tlie town 
before the outbreak occurred at ihe gaol. It can be easily understood that 
there are many ways in which the infection nnght have been carried into the 
prison from the town. 

We have based our recommendation in favour of the removal of the re- 
mainder of the prisoners on the fact that as the fever has penetrated as far as 
tlie gaol, it is quite possible that further cases might arise, either communicated 
from those who have been already attacked, or imported in the same manner 
as the former cases. 

Under these circumstances we think it would be more prudent to remove 
the prisoners, although, as we liavii already stated, we do not apprehend that 
their health would be endangered by the condition of the gaol itself. 

We remain, &c. 

(signed) W. Kaye Parry. 

Charles A. Cameron. 


Report, No. 1109. 

To the Secretary, General Prisons Board, Dublin Castle. 


Sir, 35, Dame street, Dublin, 16 May 1891. 

Referring to the examination which I made on the 13th instant ot 
Tullamore Prison, I desire to furnish some additional particulars not contained 
io tlie preliminary repart signed by Sir Charles Cameron and myself. 


Drains . — I observe that the main drain of the institution is a large brick 
conduit, which runs across the exercise yards, and passes under one ol the wings 
of the building. Various branch drains are connected with this main, but time 
did not admit of a complete investigarion of all thebrancljes. This appeared to 
be the less necessary, as it was understood that some extensive alterations are in 
contemplation in the drainage system. 

Cesspool . — The sewage of the prison is discharged into an open cesspool at a 
considerable distance from the prison walls, and the overflow from thte cesspool 
makes its way into the river. It is important to observe that there is no trap 
apparently oii the line of the main outfall drain, the mouth of which is exposed 
to the wind, so tlmt the sewer gas may be driven back towards the buildings 
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It is well to add that most, if not all, the tributarj' drains are intercepted by 
ventilated traps I'rom the main drain, and that there is no evidence to show that 
any sewer gas actually makes its way into the building. 

Ventilating IHpee . — There are three large ventilating pipes, which assist in 
removing the foul gases of the large main drain. 

Plumbing . — As regards the water-closets and soil pipes, 1 observe with satis- 
faction that the old pan closets and internal soil pipes are being replaced by 
suitable pedestal wash-out apparatus, with ejrternal heavy metal soil pipes. 

I also observe that the waste pipes from baths and' other similar fittings 
discharge openly, — a most commendable feature. 

Suggestions . — Although there was nothing to show that the outbreak of fever 
had any connection with the sanitary plumbing or drainage of the prison, it is 
obvious that the underground work is capable of great improvements. 

One of ihe most important of these changes would be to lay a good line of 
socketted pipes, with cemented joints, inside the old large built main, after 
having cleaned out the latter. If this were done a suitalile intercepting trap 
could be placed on the line of this new main outfall drain, and thus the 
entrance of the gases of putrefaction from the cesspool into the main would be 
prevented. 

Two or three properly constructed manhole chambers should be provided, to 
afi'ord an easy means of inspecting, sweeping, and cleansing the new line of 
pipes. 

This alteration would be less costly than laying out an entirely new course 
for the outfall drain, as no excavation would he needed, the old sewer forming 
a sufficient heading for the men to pass through in laying the line of pipes. 

The branch di*aius should be reconstructed so as to secure better gradients 
and copious flushing, and the present intercepting traps are capable of being 
gi*eatly improved, as they are not at present self-cleansing. 

The existing method of sewage disposal i.s open to adverse criticism, as the 
accumulation of sewage in warm weather is likely to create a very serious 
nuisance. 

A very great improvement could be effected if sufficient land were acquired 
to enable some simple system of irrigation to be adopted; failing this, steps 
should be taken to purifv the sewage, as a cesspool, such as the one which at 
present exists, is liable to' become a vehicle for the communication of disease. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) IV. Kaye Parrg^ Civil Engineer. 


General Prisons Board, ) 
Dublin Castle, 2“ July 1891./ 


W. P. O'Brien, 

Vice Chairman. 
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